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A silver-mounted rosewood fife, long an heirloom in our family, belonged 


personally to Richard Hornbuckle Thrush > musician, killed in the Cival War. At 


first Richard had been the fifer in the local company of tne Virginia militia in 


western Hampshire County (now Mineral County 3 West Virginia)s5 a military 


organization corresponding to the national guard of these later times. Captain 





George Sheetz.) of Sheetzts Mill (Headsville) was company commanderg and Robert 
Welch, who lived out on The Ridge (grandfather of Lyle Wilson in Keyser) was the 
first lieutenant. 

At the beginning of the Civil War in the spring of 1861, when Governor Wise of 
Virginia called the state militia into active service, Capt. Sheetzts company 
assembled at Burlington on a designated day. After something to eat and a rest 
around noon 3 the company formed in front of the John Vandiver House (now the Old 
Homestead). My father3 Vause Rogers Thrushs a boy of twelve and next younger brother 
of Richard, then nineteen; sat on the steps of the old portico and watched what was 
going on. He had brought from home some additional clothes their mother had sent for 


Richard. 





More orders were given, and the company was on its way down the road, through 


the covered bridge and on toward Romney s the county seat. The marching tune that 


Richard played on his fife was 3 “The Girl I Left Behind Me." 


Late in the afternoon at a ceremony in front of the old court house in Romney, 


the ladies of the community presented the company just arrived with a new silk flag. 


When the flag was unfurled it was a new flag sure enougho the flag of the 


Confederacy. 


Captain Sheetz knew'his boys well, many of them near neighbors. He knew they 


were not all of one mind, and divided in their loyalties. In what 


was certainly a dramatic moment as they stood before him, he announced, '‘X know this 


flag does not represent the sentiments of some of you. Those who do not v/ant to 





follow this flag, may now fall out. The rest of us are going through to Richmond." 

About half the men in the company fell out. They hurried back to New Creek 
Station (Keyser), and thereabouts. In a matter of days a new company was being 
formed, a Union company. James A. Jarboe was named captain, and John K. Jarboe first 
lieutenant, brothers, and both of Piedmont. Isaac N. Trout j of Ridgeville, was first 
sergeant. This' outfit became Company 1, 10th. West Virginia Infantry. Ranee Powell a 
also from Piedmont ; , was the drummer boy * Richard H. Thrushy the fifer. 


Company I3 10th. West Virginia Infantrys saw continuous hard service. 





First at Laurel Hill near Beverlythen in the upper Potomac country in the vicinity of 
Petersburg and beyond3 later in the Valley campaigns; and what was left of it was cn a 


hillside at Appomattox, when the end of the war came. 





In the meantime 3 Mike Thrush »9 a cousin 3 had died after being wounded in one of the 
Winchester battles. His grave is in the Winchester Military Cemeterys buried by 


mistake with the dead of a Maine regiment. Of nineteen captured in a fortified church 





near Lahmansville and sent to Andersonville, all but one had died there. Thes 
included Jack and Will Staggs > cousins of the Thrush boys. 


(In 19.543 William E. Rogers, of VJesternport3 visited Andersonville Cemetery and 





found the grave of William L. Staggs, no other identification.) Only Race Powell, the 


drummer boy, °.Little Red Cap!: of the Andersonville stories, survived that ordeal. 





Richard was killed two days before the memorable battle at Cedar Creek in the 


Valley south of Winchester. This was in Octobersg 1864* Although a 


musician and not ordinarily subject to such duty, he had volunteered to go out 
with a party to try to locate a Confederate cannon hidden in some woods. 
He was killed instantly by a bursting shell. 


The winter following the battle at Cedar Creek; John S. and Sanford, older 





brothers of Richard, went with team and wagon to the battlefield, found the blanket- 


wrapped body in the shallow grave near where he had fallen and brought him home to 








the little family burying ground on the hill. Roland Dayton preached the funeral 
sermon. His grave is marked by a government stone. 


Dave Crawford, one of the older men of Company I,whose home was on top of 








Crawford's (Sears) Hill, had written Richard's father the sad message about him. 
Richard had been named for his father. We have that lettero also a letter that was 
written to Richard v/hen he was home on sick leave that concludes ,‘?Your little 
drummer boy, Ranee Powell.(I *d like to know what became of Ranee Powell.) These 


letters are included with a sizable packet of letters from Richard to mei*bers of 








his family. The frequent use of OK in his letters interests m 


A 


Richard played his fife for Company I until he was issued one and 
then sent his own fife home } it has always ..since been in the family. 


Richard W. Thrush 


Sources: W. Va. Dept. of Archives and History 
Simon Rudolph - Confederate veteran, with Ashbey *s men at Lahmansvilla 
Mr. Tasker - Union veteranCo. I. Carried Hike off the battlefield Mr. 
Martin - Union veteran3 Co. I. At Appomattox Vause R,. Thrush - Richard’ s 
brother 


Aug. 27; 1955 


ADDENDUM FROM MATERIAL PROVIDED BY RICHARD W. THRUSH 











